Application No. 10/572,808 

Amendment dated March 6, 2008 

Reply to Office Action of December 1 1, 2007 



Docket No.: SON-3 119 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A file management device for managing, with an index file 
recorded in a recording medium, and a file recorded in the recording medium, 

wherein the index file includes a series of entries comprising, in block, information 
extracted from a file recorded in the recording medium, information e xtract e d from about a file 
correlated to a folder set in the recording medium, and information e xtract e d from about the folder, 
and indicates layer structures of the file and the folder by layer information pointing to other entries 
set in the entry; 

wherein an entry of the folder indicates the files belonging to the folder by registration 
information pointing to other entries, and indicates, by-the identifying information, whether or not 
the corresponding folder is a virtual folder;-and 

wherein the file management device retrieves an entry of the index file according to 
conditions for retrieval set by a user to select a file registered in the index file, and s e ts th e 
r e gistration information in an e ntry of th e virtual fold e r so that an entry corr e sponding to th e 
sel e ct e d fil e is indicat e d registers, as an entry for the virtual folder, a retrieval result as to the 
selected file in the index file, along with the conditions for retrieval; and 

wherein, when the entry for the retrieval result is registered, information indicating that 
the entry of the retrieval result is for a result of retrieval is set in the index file, 

wherein the layer information is set so as to indicate that the virtual folder for the 
retrieval result is under a virtual retrieval result collection folder in which retrieval results are 
collected, and the registration information is set to point to entries of the selected file . 

2. (Currently Amended) A file managing method of managing a file recorded in a 
recording medium with an index file recorded in the recording medium, 
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wherein the index file includes a series of entries comprising, in block, information 
extracted from a file recorded in the recording medium, information e xtract e d from about a file 
correlated to a folder set in the recording medium, and information e xtract e d from about the folder, 
and indicates layer structures of the file and the folder by layer information pointing to other entries 
set in the entry; and 

wherein an entry of the folder indicates the files belonging to the folder by registration 
information pointing to other entries, and indicates, by-4he identifying information, whether or not 
the corresponding folder is a virtual folder; 

said method comprising: 

a step of retrieving entries of the index file according to retrieval conditions set by a user 
to select a file registered in the index file;-and 

a step of registering r e gistration information pointing to an e ntry corr e sponding to th e 
file s e l e ct e d in th e r e trieving step and th e r e tri e val conditions in an e ntry of th e virtual folde r , as an 
entry for the virtual folder, a retrieval result about the selected file in the index file, along with the 
conditions for retrieval; 

a step of setting information indicating that the entry of the retrieval result is for a result 
of retrieval in the index file, and 

a step of setting the layer information so as to indicate that the virtual folder for the 
retrieval result is under a virtual retrieval result collection folder in which retrieval results are 
collected; and 

a step of setting the registration information to point to entries of the selected file . 
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3. (Currently Amended OriginaQ The file managing method according to claim 2, 
wherein retrieval of an entry of the index file in the retrieving step is performed by refining entri e s 
r e lating to fil e s to be retri e ved based on registration information the conditions for retrieval 
registered in the virtual fold e r entry for the retrieval result . 

4. (Cancel) 

5. (Cancel) 

6. (New) The file management device according to claim 1, wherein retrieval of an entry 
of the index file in the retrieving step is performed by refining the conditions for retrieval registered 
in the entry for the result of retrieval. 

7. (New) The file management device according to claim 1, wherein in a retrieval 
processing, when the file management device determines that the conditions for retrieval are 
identical to any of those already registered in the virtual folder, the file management device displays 
the retrieval result performed in past under the identical conditions for retrieval. 

8. (New) The file management device according to claim 1, wherein updating date is 
registered in the entry for the virtual folder. 

9. (New) The file management device according to claim 8, wherein the file management 
device determines that the number of entries for retrieval results is larger than a predetermined 
number, the file management device deletes an entry with the oldest update date. 
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